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A good, secure place to live promotes integration and participation in society, according to the 
latest white paper on housing. A home is the basis of a decent life, it says. It is therefore essential 
to the success of immigration and integration policy to pursue these objectives in relation to 
every group of the population.  
 
This view sets the tone of this study which asks whether the descendents of immigrants stand a 
real chance in the housing market, as the housing market is organized in Norway today. 
 
We looked at the first cohort of descendants of immigrants old enough to enter the housing 
market. They are the descendents of job-seeking immigrants who arrived in Norway prior to the 
government’s closing the doors on immigration in 1975, and after the first influx of refugees in 
the 1980s. 
 
These children of immigrants and refugees are naturalised Norwegians and born and bred in the 
country. Unlike their parents, they were born to the language and way of life, but remain a 
minority group all the same. The focus of the study was to find out how the housing market fit 
the descendants living conditions.  In other words how the housing and integration policy fulfil 
their objectives.  
 
The research questions were designed therefore to establish the status of the housing conditions 
and residential or geographical patterns among the descendants. We explore the types of housing 
occupied by descendents of immigrants, whether housing conditions are adequate or likely to 
improve in the foreseeable future. We wanted to find out where descendents live and whether 
they start their housing career in concentrated areas with large ethnic minority communities. Do 
they live with or near their parents? Or have they chosen to live further away?  
 
The study cross-tabulated information on individuals obtained from several registers. By 2005, 
around 20,000 second generation immigrants aged 18 or over resided in Norway. Most are 
young. We looked at the six largest groups whose parents originated from Asia, including Turkey, 
Africa and Latin America. The individual countries are Pakistan, India, Turkey, Morocco, 
Vietnam and Chile. We compared each category internally and externally with descendants of 
Swedish and Danish nationals residing in Norway. These Nordic descendants provide a control 
category since we assumed high levels of similarity between them and ethnic Norwegians in the 
same age-group with no history of immigration. The age of the descendants ranged between 18 
and 40 in 2005.  
 
Half live with their parents 
As most of the descendants are quite young, they are still in the process of acquiring 
qualifications, starting a career, a family and setting up a home. Over 50 per cent live with their 
parents, a far higher proportion than the similarly aged Nordic group, only 20 percent of whom 
lives at home. Descendants are more likely to live apart from their parents if their incomes are 
higher or they get married. Nevertheless, some high earners with affiliations to Turkey, Morocco, 
India, Pakistan and Vietnam are more likely to share accommodation with parents.  



 
Less space per individual 
Descendants have less floor space per capita than the general population. In other words, they 
are more likely to live two to a room. Crowding is higher among parent and children households 
than if the descendents have their own place. The differences between the groups are significant, 
however. While only 20 per cent of ethnic Moroccan descendants live in spacious 
accommodation, 70 per cent of ethnic Indian descendants do. Rising income among the parents 
reduces crowding tendencies among descendants living at home.  
 
Living space per capita is highest among ethnic Chileans who live apart from the parental home, 
similar in fact to the Norwegian population as a whole. Least living space was found among 
Pakistani, Turkish and Moroccan ethnic minorities living away from home. Only a tiny minority 
of the Nordic descendant group lives in crowded conditions, irrespective of whether they live 
with their parents or not.  
 
Housing benefit helps reduce crowding among descendents with a place of their own.  
 
Descendents become homeowners 
Norway has designed its housing policy to encourage wide home ownership. In that light, we let 
homeownership among descendents act as a benchmark of a successful policy. Most of those 
included in this study are between 18 and 25, with around 70 per cent in the under-30 age group. 
But even though they are still young, we wanted to see whether they step onto the property 
ladder after leaving home.  
 
Of the descendants of Turkish ethnic immigrants, 22 per cent owned a place of their own. At the 
other end of the scale are the Vietnamese and Chilean descendents, of whom only 7 per cent are 
homeowners. Since they constitute the youngest groups, there is doubtless a connection here. 
Homeownership is higher among people in work, compared to students. And advanced 
qualifications co-vary with higher homeownership as well. The homeownership situation among 
those of Nordic descent and, to a point, those of Turkish origin, is not affected significantly by 
educational achievement. Homeownership rises with rising income and for married couples on 
two incomes. Homeownership among the parental generation also has an effect on the likelihood 
of homeownership among the offspring. Most surprisingly of all, we found that the descendant’s 
sex affects chances of homeownership: female descendants – whatever their marital status - are 
more likely to own their own home. This may have something to do with immigration criteria, 
which require those intending to marry an alien, i.e., usually a person from their parental country 
of origin, to document their ability to support a spouse. There is therefore pressure on ethnic 
minority women to get qualifications and a job. It is also the case that loan institutions require the 
household breadwinner(s) to be listed as the owner(s) of the property. Equality of 
homeownership and of capital invested in property is more widespread among women whose 
married partner is from the same country of origin. In this case, it means those of Pakistani, 
Turkish, Moroccan and Indian descent. Of the Nordic descendants, the opposite is true, 
especially if they are married. Within the latter group, the male partner is much more likely to be 
listed as the homeowner than the female partner.  
 
Descendants tread in their parents footsteps 
In 2006, nearly 6 per cent of people living in Norway had family connections with Eastern 
Europe, Asia including Turkey, Africa or Latin America. Most resided in Oslo and the greater 
metropolitan area. In other words, the ethnic minority percentage in most municipalities is much 
lower than 6 per cent. Overall, descendents and their parents are unlikely to live in municipalities 
where the ethnic minority is below 3 per cent. Families coming to Norway seeking work tend to 



live in Oslo and the greater metropolitan area.  Refugee status, on the other hand, common 
among Vietnamese and Chilean immigrants, is more likely to indicate a dispersed residential 
pattern in Norway as a whole and in Oslo in particular. Nationally, descendents are more 
geographically dispersed than their parents. Some live in Northern Norway, though the number 
is very small. Residential dispersion of those of Nordic descent is much higher than of other 
ethnic minorities in Norway as a whole and in Oslo.  
 
We constructed a match model to establish distances between the homes of descendents living 
away from home and their parents. Between 8 (Moroccan) and 44 per cent (Vietnamese) of 
descendants living away from home live in a different county from their parents. Between 47 and 
92 per cent live in the same municipalities. Both ends of the scale are the same ethnic groups 
mentioned above. Of those residing in Oslo, between 31 (Vietnamese) and 56 per cent (Indian) 
live in the same city district as their parents, and of these, there is a 50 per cent chance they will 
be living in the same basic spatial unit (BSU). According to other studies, descendants may do 
this because they enjoy living near their parents, want to maintain contact and give and accept 
mutual help (Ruud 2001). There is also the benefit of knowing the area, socially and in other 
ways.  
 
Most of the descendents living in Oslo reside in the high-rise developments in the suburbs and in 
the inner city east area.  These are places with the highest proportion and widest diversity of 
ethnic minorities. There are almost 150 different ethnic backgrounds. Nevertheless, the majority 
ethnic population is in a majority in all of Oslo’s city districts. Overall, we can say that 
descendents make a home for themselves in parts of the capital where the ethnic minority 
presence is already high. They are multicultural areas, where diversity rather than a particular 
ethnic group or groups prevail. This describes the situation in the two areas of Oslo where the 
Pakistani ethnic community accounts for about a 10 per cent of the population. This study of 
registry data does not say whether geographical diversity promotes social integration on the street 
and in the neighbourhoods, or whether people lead separate lives.  
 
The main trend in our study is not geographical assimilation, or that geographical dispersion is 
more likely among descendents than the parental generation. For the majority of the descendents, 
residential pattern largely reproduces that of their parents. But there are differences between 
groups. For instance, those of Moroccan descent, practically all of whom live in Oslo, are not 
likely at all to reside in the same BSU as their parents.  
 
What accounts for the geographical outliers? 
The residential pattern of some descendents (belonging to different ethnic groups), exhibit what 
we term unconventional traits. They live, in other words, in municipalities where the percentage 
of descendants with a similar ethnic background is below 4-5 per cent. Or, if they live in Oslo, 
they reside in one of the five western districts with a tiny ethnic minority presence. Those of 
Indian descent are more widely dispersed than any other ethnic group; those of Pakistani descent 
are the most concentrated. We did not include people of Chilean ethnic origin because they are 
highly geographically dispersed wherever they live. They also make up the smallest group of 
descendents and reside across the highest number of municipalities. The likelihood of deviation 
from the geographical pattern norm increases sharply if the parents are equally dispersed 
geographically. Put differently, the geographical outliers also tread in their parents’ footsteps. A 
further point, deviation from the residential norm also increases with increasing age and marriage 
with a person whose ethnic background differs from one’s own. Country affiliation affects people 
of Indian descent most, less people of Turkish and Moroccan descent. Country background has 
no effect on where members of the other groups live.  


