
Can I persuade you to stay?

redefining neighborhood thresholds by 
reclaiming community space



A good indicator of how well 
neighbourhoods function 
is whether or not families 
move out when the kids start 
school. Unfortunately this 
is the case in Tøyen. This 
diploma work will look to 
improve the housing situation 
for low-income families 
in order to reverse this 
tendency.

Just down the road from Oslo 
Central station you enter the 
district of Gamle Oslo and 
Tøyen. It’s central, urban, 
green, multi cultural and busy. 
The people of Tøyen are 
diverse. Of the 14000 
people that live within 
the area, half of them are 
immigrants. Aside from 
residents, many come to 
Tøyen to work, visit the 
Munch museum or the 

botanical garden or come for 
treatment at the many 
institutions.

Despite the many attractive 
qualities that Tøyen holds, 
there are major challenges to 
be dealt with. Drug related 
issues make the streets 
and parks feel unsafe after 
dark (after school during the 
winter). Also child poverty, 
cramped living conditions, 
and high density of social 
housing are some of the 
many challenges. 

In 2014 the State of Norway 
and Oslo Kommune started 
a collaboration that would 
go on for 5 years. They both 
commited to spending 25 
mill. per year to ensure that 
the area would be lifted from 

its current conditions. 
As social housing makes up 
11% of the housing in this 
area, this diploma project 
aims to ensure this group is 
not left out of the ¨area boost¨ 
(Områdeløft). A large value 
of Tøyen is its highly diverse 
group of residents, and 
undermining this population 
would effect its identity. 

T ø y e n 
in short
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The research part of this 
project will mostly be based 
on on-site investigations. 
Through interviews 
with property owners, 
maintenance people, 
residents, emplyees from the 
schools, shop owners, kids 
on the streets etc., I will try to 
get an impression of how they 
all see their neighbourhood. 
Initially the research will look 
to understand the work that 
has been done, and is being 
done. Also the intentions of 
the city in terms of the future. 
How will they continue the 
work after the 5 years of 
”area boost” commitment. 

Spatial
potential

Through identifying the indoor 
and outdoor spaces that have 
potential, a more educated 
decision as to where the 
project will turn to in its final 
phases. Tøyen Torg has had a 
particularly good turn for the 
better. New cafes and restau-
rants now frame the open 
public space in the middle. 
Things are looking up for 
Torget, and more people 
from the outside are visiting. 
Facing the Torg is Hagegata 
30. Recently it was sold to
the Oslo student organisation,
and will be renovated and
rented to students. The
purpose of this sale was
to bring in another group
of residents, that would
contribute to a better living
environment, peace and
safety on the streets.

Dispersal 
policy?
One of the questions this 
research will try to answer, is 
if this is really the best way to 
deal with a challenged living 
environment related to social 
housing. Selling out social 
housing in order to shift the 
residents to other areas. 

The research will try to 
analyze the gentrification 
processes that are going 
on, and see if it can be 
stopped or slowed down. 
Stedsanalysen states that 
keeping social housing is a 
way to resist gentrification. 
But then how can these 

Who, 
why, 
where,
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Topic and context



properties and its residents/
users be weaved back into 
the urban fabric.

Home 
extension
Cramped living and child 
poverty are issues pointed 
out in Stedsanalysen that 
needs to be solved. How can 
refurbishment and renovation 
of the existing buildings in 
the area help? Is it as easy as 
adding square meters, or do 
they have to be custom fitted 
to each of the resident groups 
or individuals?
The report states that many 
kids do not have enough 
space at home, and end 
up using the streets as an 

extension of their home. The 
consequences of this can 
sometimes be critical for their 
future.

Youth 
Centers
Everywhere in newspaper 
articles and in reports the 
issue of the lost youth center 
keeps reappearing. There 
once was a center that at one 
piont was shut down. People 
miss it. Looking into the 
schoolyards and residential 
outdoor areas there is a 
potential to work with youth 
centers and transformation of 
outdoor space to better fit the 
needs of kids and youth that 
don’t have enough space at

home for hanging out with 
their friends and doing 
homework.

In 2013 one Oslo citizen 
wrote a chronicle for NRK 
web. He describes how in 
recent years we’ve been 
hearing a lot about a so-
called Time Squeeze. He 
points out the issues of 
cramped living and the lack 
of space just for kids and 
youth, which he refers to as 
a space squeeze. He shares 
his concerns that political 
parties, which determine 
the use of public spaces are 
failing to make them truely 
public.
This project intends to do 
something that will benefit 
both the individual and the 
public. And at the same time 
resist rapid gentrification. 



Spaces of  in terest
Buildings and their outdoor spaces. Before the study trip.



Part of the development in the 
late 70’s. It is now the next door 
neighbour of the newly renovated 
and reprogrammed Tøyensenteret. 
K1, an office building, and K7 an 
eight story apartment building. In 
2005 it was named, in the papers, as 
the worst place to live in Oslo. 

In 2013 one of the resident 
associations suggested that K1 
could be turned into a new youth 
centre. Currently the building is 
partly empty and partly being used 
as a Center for Volunteer Groups 
(Frivillighetssentralen). There is a 
lease for 3,5 of the top floors, for 10 
years (July 2024).

Kolstadgata has little function 
other than to service the shops at 
Tøyensenteret. Some residents have 
suggested that it could be closed off, 
and made into a park or another kind 
of public space.  

K1 + K7
Kolstadgata, Tøyen

K1
K7



On the backside of Tøyen 
Torg we find Hagegata 25. 
A tall officebuilding. Along 
with it is the old bakery, both 
factory and shop. 
But this ”backyard” also 
has a great potential in 
terms of public space. Even 
though there is parking 
underground,this space is 
used for parking also.

I consider this space worth 
examining more closely.

H25
H a g e g a t a ,  T ø y e n

H25



One of the premises for the 
agreement to sell the Munch 
Museum, was that Tøyen 
Skole would become an 
important cultural center for 
the Tøyen community.
It was stated that it should 
be open and accessible for 
school kids and others after 
school hours and during 
vacations and weekends.
Many kids hang out in the 
school yard after school 
ends. 

It borders to Kolstadgata, and 
functions quite well. However  
it could be bigger, better and 
safer to access.  

There is potential in the 
shared space in between the 
school and K1, the could-be 
youth center.

Tøyen
Skole
H a g e g a t e ,  T ø y e n

TS

K1
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CV
S i r i  B o r t e n
0 2 0 7 8 0

siriborten@gmail.com
4 7 6 0 7 8 7 7

Work
2013 - 2014

Green Advisors AS
CAD-work

2011 - present

Bergen Kommune
Activity Therapist (miljøarbeider)

2006 - 2011

St. Olavs Hospital
Østmarka Psykiatriske Sykehus
-post 6
-Seksjon for Alderspsykiarti
Tiller DPS
-gruppepoliklinikken
Leistad / Nidaros DPS
- Seksjon 1
Physiotherapist +
Special Physiotherapist

2005

Grunnarbeid AS
Office Assistant

2003 - 2005

Elveblæst AS
Bartender

2001 - 2002

Grunnarbeid AS
Landscaper + Office Assistant

Education
2011 - 2016

Bergen School of 
Architecture
Master of Arch.

2014 Fall semeter

Aarhus School of 
Architecture
Exchange semester MArch

2009 - 2010

Oslo and Akershus 
University College of 
Applied Sciences
Specialization in Psychomotor 
Physiotherapy 



2002 - 2005

Sør-Trøndelag University 
College
Bachelor of Physiotherapy

2001 - 2002

NTNU
Art History Undergrad.

2000 - 2001

NTNU
Science of Media Undergrad.

1999 - 2000

Voss Folk High School
Film and Photo

Other 
2009 - 2015

Pstereofestivalen
Band contact / host

2007

by:larm
Bar Manager

2007

Pstereofestivalen
Backstage Manager

2003 - 2004

Trondheim 
Konsertsceneforening
Boardmember
Booking manager



Master 
Cources
2015 Fall Semester BAS

Open Utopias
The course sougth to question 
how the ideal of Open can be 
applied today and the relevance 
it holds for the practice of 
making situations, spaces and 
built environments for people. 
In the final phase of the course 
we looked at the situation in 
Laksevåg, just outside the centre 
of Bergen. 

In the near future Holen 
Ungdomsskole will be 
demolished and rebuilt on the 
same site. In this process the 

high school and the neighboring 
elementary school will get 
a common administration. 
Furthermore the high school 
swimming pool will not be 
rebuilt. In this proposal the pool 
is kept as part of a new building 
that is added and will serve 
as an administration building/
community center after school 
hours. Building a community 
center will add an attractive 
quality to the area, which in turn 
will attract new residents. One 
can also argue that it needs 
enough users to justify its 
existence. To 
densify the neighborhood this 
proposal looks more closely into 
three 
strategies of housing policies. 
In collaboration with the 
State Housing Bank and with 
self builders organized as 
cooperatives these strategies 

are: Buying up properties as they 
enter the market and 
renovating/reprogramming 
them, giving house owners the 
possibility to add one story to 
their garages, and developing 
the more inaccessible steep 
plots surrounding the school. 
These strategies will slowly 
transform the 
neighborhood, but it will also 
keep the existing landscape and 
community qualities.

2015 Spring Semester BAS

Braila Loboratory
In search of 
architectural approaches 
within a shrinking city
The intention of this proposal 
is to conserve natural capital 
through several but small 



interventions related to access. 
The access is based on equality, 
giving a sense of attachment and 
ownership to all actors.
This way the park and the 
adjacent city and villages be an 
asset to each other. There is a 
potential gain for the city in terms 
of tourism and 
research, for the villages and 
Braila city in terms of work 
and access to natural capital, 
and for the park in terms of 
conservation.
With a modular kit it is possible 
to assemble a park/river base on 
startegic spots along the park. 
These bases would serve the 
site specific needs, and can be 
changed at all times.
The kit would serve the 
park administration, forestry 
department, university of 
Bucharest/researchers, school 
children, local population, 

tourists and the flora + fauna.

2014 Fall Semester AARCH

Studio Urban Landscape
Central park Aarhus, Part 1
Group project.

Examine the area surrounding 
City Hall, Aros and Musikhuset, 
and settle on a startegy to impro-
ve public qualities.
Our group decided to develop a 
strategy that would enhance the 
green 
qualities all the way from the 
cultural centre to the Botanical 
garden. With this startegy the 
future developemt of Godsbanen 
and the old industrial area along 
the river would be more attracti-
ve. Also the more forgotten 
”inbetween” spaces would be 
redeveloped. Street parking 

would be moved underground, 
and pedestrians could reclaim 
this space.

Central Park Arhus, Part 2
Group project.

Develop a proposal to create a 
Central Park in Aarhus. 
Rådhusparken and the green 
areas between Aros and Mus-
kihuset are well maintained, but 
people tend to use them only 
during Festugen or on warm 
summer days. The rest of the 
year people use the paths as 
shortcuts.
Due to the limited use of this 
space today, this proposal 
suggests a ”grey” park; chan-
ging the floor of the park to 
harder matrerial as stone, steel 
and wood. The driving speed is 
reduced, and the to parks now 
separated by the road are more 



connected. The floor is made 
into fields of flat stripes more 
suited for transport (shortcuts), 
and waved stripes that can be 
used as seating or for skateing. 
Between the large buildings there 
would be stairs. Also suited for 
both transport and seating.

+ other shorter cources and
workshops. See portfolio.

AROS

CONCERT HALL +
NATIONAL OPERA +
MUSIC CONCERVATORY

RÅDHUSET
(CITY HALL)

SCANDINAVIAN
CONGRESS CENTER

SCHOOL + 
CULTURE CENTRE

RIDEHUSET
ART AARHUS

COURT OF 
DENMARK

DANISH
NATINAL 
BUSINESS
ARCHIVE

AARHUS 
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

GODSBANEN

BANEGÅRDEN
TRAIN STATION

BRUUNS GALLERI
(SHOPPING CENTRE +
CINEMA)

VOXHALL

MØLLEPARKEN

ÅBOULEVARDEN

BOTANICAL GARDEN

THE OLD CITY

RÅDHUSPARKEN

semi-public

public

mixed use

private/commercial




